TIMELINE AND OVERVIEW OF THE BIBLE
A timeline showing the approximate time and sequence of people, events and books of the Old Testament.
	1
	Eternity Past – God has existed forever.  His name, “JEHOVAH” or “YAHWEH” means “I AM” (Exodus 3:14).  It indicates eternal existence (no beginning, no end) and sovereignty (Lordship).  It is the covenant name which shows His faithfulness to His chosen people, Israel.

	2
	Creation of angels (Job 38:4-7).  Angels are created as ministers of God, to give Him praise and honour, and as ministers of mankind (Hebrews 1:14).

	3
	The book of Genesis – the book of beginnings – tells of the creation of the heavens and man, and the beginning of sin, families, nations and God’s chosen nation, Israel.

	4
	4000 BC Creation of the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1).  The original creation was “very good” (Genesis 1:31). 

	5
	God created man (Adam) in His image (Genesis 1:26-27, 2:7).  God’s purpose was that man would rule the world (Genesis 1:28).

	6
	God created all things in six days and rested on the seventh day (Sabbath) because His work was complete (Genesis 2:1-3).

	7
	Satan tempted Eve to sin.  Adam sinned with full knowledge (Genesis 3:1-6).  The penalty of sin is death (Genesis 2:16-17).  All of creation is under judgement because of Adam’s sin (Genesis 3:18-19).  By obeying Satan rather than God, Adam has given rulership of the world to Satan (Matthew 4:8-9, Ephesians 2:2, John 12:31).

	8
	The first promise of the Messiah/Christ:  A child born of a woman will defeat Satan (Genesis 3:15).  Jesus would be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:18, 25), defeat Satan (Revelation 20:10) and  become ruler of the world – the “kingdom of God” (Hebrews 1:3, 13, Revelation 19:16).

	9
	2500 BC The Flood of Noah (Genesis 6-8). As men turned away from God and lived according to their own desires, the earth was filled with sin, evil and violence.  Noah preached for 120 years for men to repent.  Then all creatures – except Noah, his family, and the animals which were brought into the Ark – were judged and died because of sin.  The Ark is a picture of salvation for those who trust and obey God.

	10
	Tower of Babel.  Instead of spreading and populating the whole earth, as commanded by God in Genesis 1:28 and 9:7, men defied God by building a city and a tower to reach God in heaven (Genesis 11:1-9).  This is the beginning of “Babylon”, which represents the “world system” which is opposed to God.  This includes human arrogance (Genesis 10:8-10, Genesis 11:4, Daniel 4:30), politics, religion and commerce (Revelation 18).  As a result, God confused the languages of all people and forced them to separate into nations over all the earth. 

	11
	The book of Job was probably the first book of the Bible, probably around the time of Abraham.  It deals with the theme of undeserved suffering, judgemental attitudes, self-justification, and the sovereignty of God.  God allows Satan to destroy Job’s wealth, children and health (Job 1-2).  Job’s friends – Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar – come to him and say he must be suffering because he has sinned (Job 8:6).  Job justifies himself and complains against God (Job 7:11-21, 32:1-2).  Another friend – Elihu – tells Job not to question God (Job 32:12-13, 37:4).  God responses to Job that He is sovereign and should not be questioned (Job 38:1-3, 40:1-9).  Job repents (Job 42:1-6), In grace, God restores Job’s family and wealth twofold.

	12
	2150 BC Abraham is called by God to separate from his family and go to a land God will show him.  He is given the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3, Genesis 15, Genesis 17) – an unconditional promise that Abraham’s descendants (called the Hebrews, Jews or Israel) will be God’s chosen people – a holy nation –  and that, through Abraham, all the people on earth would be blessed.  This is a promise of the Messiah/Christ.  Jesus – the son of Abraham – would make salvation possible to the every person (Galatians 3:14, 16).

	13
	The Palestinian Covenant is given to Abraham – an unconditional promise that the Jews will inherit the land of Palestine forever (Genesis 15:18-21).  This is why the land of Palestine is called the “Promised Land”.

	14
	Although Abraham and Sarah were given the promise of a child, they doubted God.  Abraham went into Hagar, his slave girl, who bore him a son, Ishmael (Genesis 16).  Ishmael represents slavery and human works.  Ishmael became the father of the Arab nations, who have been enemies of the Jewish people throughout history.  

	15
	The birth of Isaac (Genesis 21).  Isaac is the child of promise (faith), whom God had promised to Abraham.  Isaac represents believers who live by faith (believing the promise of God) and therefore are “free” from human works (Galatians 4:21-31).

	16
	God commands Abraham to offer Isaac as a sacrifice (Genesis 22).  This was a great test for Abraham – to kill the son through whom his family would come, as God had promised.  Abraham believed that Isaac would be raised from the dead so that God would keep His promise (Hebrews 11:17-19).  God stops Abraham from killing his son, and provides a ram (“the lamb of God”) to die instead.

	17
	Jacob (whose name is later changed to Israel) and Esau are twins, the sons of Isaac (Genesis 25).  As the firstborn, Esau should have received the blessing of the inheritance from Isaac.  But he despised the birthright, and the blessing was given to Jacob.  Esau became the father of the Edomites (see Obadiah).

	18
	The twelves sons of Jacob, the nation Israel.  The twelve sons/tribes of Israel are:  Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Zebulun, Issachar, Dan, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Joseph (who later became two half-tribes:  Ephraim and Manasseh), and Benjamin.  A Jew is someone born of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Israel).  

	19
	1900 BC Joseph (Genesis 37-50).  Joseph is despised by his brothers, sold as a slave and taken to Egypt, falsely accused by his master, thrown into prison, but delivered by God and exalted to become Prime Minister of Egypt because of his faithfulness.  When a famine hits the land of Palestine, Joseph  “saves” his brothers from death (Genesis 50:20).  The life of Joseph is a picture of Jesus.

	20
	The book of Exodus tells how God frees His people from slavery in Egypt to take them back to the Promised Land, but, because of grumbling, disobedience and unbelief, Israel wanders in the desert for 40 years until all of the disobedient generation has died.

	21
	After about 400 years, a new Pharaoh makes the Jews slaves in Egypt (Exodus 1)

	22
	Moses is called by God to go to Pharaoh and demand that he let Israel return to their land (Exodus 3).  God appears to Moses in the burning bush, and reveals Himself by His covenant name, “Jehovah”, “Yahweh” or “I AM” (Exodus 3:14).

	23
	Pharoah refuses to let the people go.  God – through Moses – brings ten plagues upon the land of Egypt.  

	24
	The Passover (Exodus 12).  The last plague of the ten plagues is the death of every firstborn in Egypt.  Those who believed the promise of God (by faith), took a lamb without blemish, sacrificed it and put the blood on their doorposts and lintels of their houses.  If  God saw the blood of the lamb, He “passed over” that house, and the firstborn did not die (Exodus 12:13).  This is a picture of Jesus – the Lamb of God, our Passover Sacrifice (John 1:29, 1 Corinthians 5:7) – freeing us from the judgement of death.

	25
	1440 BC The Exodus and crossing the Red Sea (Exodus 13-14).  Israel is freed from slavery in Egypt, and God destroys Pharaoh and his armies.

	26
	The Law of Moses (Exodus – Deuteronomy).  The Law of Moses is known as the Mosaic Covenant, a conditional contract which promises blessing for obedience and cursing for disbodience (see especially Deuteronomy 28:1, 15).  The Law contains over 600 commandments.  The purpose of the Law was to show the holy, righteous standard by which the people of God must live.  But no man is able to do this.  The Law proved that all men failed, that they were sinners.  The Law condemned men to death because of their sin.  But the Law also taught about sacrifices.  It pointed to the promise that the Messiah/Christ – Jesus –  would come, fulfil the righteous requirements of God, die for sins once-for-all, and provide forgiveness and life to anyone who would believe (Galatians 3:24-26).
The Jews were commanded to be a “holy nation” – called out and separate from the other nations, dedicated to God (Exodus 19:4-6).  The Jews were – and still are – God’s chosen people.

	27
	The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17)

	28
	The Tabernacle and the Levitical Priesthood (Exodus 25-31).  The Tabernacle was a tent where God would “dwell” and meet with His people.  The tribe of Levi was to look after the Tabernacle, and the family of Aaron were to be the priests – offering sacrifices and ministering before the Lord.

	29
	The Golden Calf (Exodus 32).  As soon as the Law was given, it was broken – the people sinned (Exodus 32:19).  The Law shows that people are sinners and condemns them.

	30
	The glory of God comes to dwell in the Tabernacle (Exodus 30:34).

	31
	The book of Leviticus - commands regarding the priesthood and sacrifices and offerings

	32
	The book of Numbers – counting the men of military age in order to enter the Promised Land

	33
	The twelve spies spy out the Promised Land (Numbers 13-14).  Only Joshua and Caleb believe that God can defeat the giants in the land.  As a result of the unbelief of the people, God commands that all of the older generation – except Joshua and Caleb – will die in the desert; they will not see the Promised Land (Numbers 14:22-24, 34-35).  The older generation will wander in the desert for 40 years, until all of the adults have died.

	34
	Moses disobeys God by hitting the rock twice, instead of speaking to it.  Moses, too, will not see the Promised Land; he will die in the desert (Numbers 20:8-12).  This is a picture that Moses – representing the Law – cannot “save” us.  (Joshua – the Hebrew equivalent of “Jesus” in Greek – took the people into the Promised Land.

	35
	The book of Deuteronomy – giving the Law to the younger generation, after the older generation has died in the desert.

	36
	The Shema of Israel – “Hear O Israel” (Deuteronomy 6:4-12)

	37
	Moses dies in the desert (Deuteronomy 34)

	38
	The book of Joshua – Joshua leads the people into the Promised Land.  “Joshua”  (in Hebrew) and “Jesus” (in Greek) both mean “Jehovah saves” (see Deuteronomy 31:3, Matthew 1:21).  Joshua (representing Jesus), not Moses (representing the Law), took the people into the Promised Land (representing salvation).  The Law cannot not save – only faith in Jesus can.

	39
	1400 BC Jericho, the first city conquered in the land (Joshua 6).  Rahab the harlot helps the spies, and is saved (Joshua 2).

	40
	The Jews are defeated at Ai, because of the disobedience (sin) of Achan (Joshua 7)

	41
	The division of the land among the twelve tribes of Israel (Joshua 13-21).  Levi, the tribe of priests and ministers to God, is not given an inheritance of land, but they are given cities scattered throughout the lands of the other tribes.  (This is a picture of God providing the needs of those who minister to Him.)

	42
	The book of Judges – God appoints judges to deliver Israel from their enemies (see Judges 2:7, 10-11, 14, 16-19).  The theme of the book is that “every man did what was right in their own eyes” (Judges 17:6, 21:25).  The book shows repeated patterns of sin, judgement by God using neighbouring nations, and deliverance by God using the Judges.

	43
	Gideon (Judges 6-8)

	44
	Samson (Judges 13-16)

	45
	The book of Ruth – the lesson of the kinsman-redeemer.  Ruth, a widow without children, is redeemed (and married) by Boaz, so that the name of her husband’s family would continue, and not be lost forever (Deuteronomy 25:5-7).  There are two other very interesting facts in this story.  Firstly, Ruth is a Moabitess, not a Jew – picturing that Gentiles can be saved.  Secondly, Ruth became an ancestor of David, who was an ancestor of Jesus – she was taken from an existence without hope to one of great blessing.

	46
	The book of 1 Samuel – tells of the prophet Samuel, and King Saul and David.

	47
	Israel wants a king so they can be “like all the other nations” (1 Samuel 8:5-7).  Saul (of the tribe of Benjamin) is appointed king, because he was tall and handsome (human appearance) (1 Samuel 9:2).

	48
	God chooses David (of the tribe of Judah) as king, based on his heart rather than human appearance (1 Samuel 16:1-13, esp 7).  But David doesn’t take the office of king until after Saul dies (2 Samuel 2:4).

	49
	David and Goliath (1 Samuel 17).

	50
	The book of 2 Samuel – tells of King David.  See notes below.

	51
	The book of 1 Chronicles – tells of kings Saul and David (similar to 1&2 Samuel).

1 Chronicles includes a genealogy from Adam to the twelve tribes of Israel (especially the Southern Kingdom: Judah, Benjamin and those of Levi in the Southern Kingdom) until the exile to Babylon.  This shows the faithfulness of God in keeping His promises of the Messiah/Christ from the son of the woman (Genesis 3:15) to the son of Abraham (Genesis 12:3) to the son of David (2 Samuel 7:16).

	52
	1000 BC David becomes king after the death of Saul (2 Samuel 2:4).

	53
	God gives the Davidic Covenant to David – that David’s son will rule as King forever (2 Samuel 7:4-16).  This is a promise of the Messiah/Christ.  Jesus – the Son of David – will be King of kings and Lord of Lords forever.  The genealogy of David traces from the son of David, Solomon to Joseph, the “father” of Jesus (Matthew 1:6), and also from another son of David, Nathan to Mary, the mother of Jesus (Luke 3:31).  See also Isaiah 11:1.

	54
	David commits adultery with Bathsheba and murders her husband (2 Samuel 11).  As a result, there is trouble in David’s family for the rest of his life.  Yet, David is called “a man after God’s own heart” (Acts 13:22).

	55
	The book of Psalms are hymns or songs of praise to the Lord.  Most of these were written by David.

	56
	The book of 1 Kings – tells of King Solomon; the division of the kingdom into the Northern kingdom (Israel/Ephraim) and Southern kingdom (Judah); the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah; and the prophet Elijah.

	57
	David dies and his son, Solomon, becomes king (1 Kings 2).

	58
	Solomon asks for wisdom, and is given wisdom and riches (1 Kings 3:5-13, 10:23).

	59
	Solomon builds the Temple in Jerusalem (1 Kings 6:1).  The Temple replaces the Tabernacle – it is the place where God “dwells” and meets with man.

	60
	But Solomon has 300 wives and 700 concubines, including foreign women, who entice him to worship their false gods and idols (1 Kings 11:1-8).

	61
	Solomon assembles and writes the book of Proverbs.  This is a collection of proverbs (wise sayings) and exhortations to his sons about how to live wisely.

	62
	Solomon writes the book of Ecclesiastes.  This is a reflection on the emptiness of life when we try to live for ourselves without God.  The conclusion is “fear God and keep His commandments, because He will judge everything we do in this life” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).

	63
	Solomon writes the Song of Solomon.  This is a love song to a woman whom Solomon loved.

	64
	930 BC Because of Solomon’s sin, Israel is divided into two kingdoms when he dies (1 Kings 11:9-13).

The Northern Kingdom (10 tribes) called Ephraim or Israel, capital in Samaria.

The Southern Kingdom (2 tribes – Judah and Benjamin) called Judah, capital in Jerusalem.

	65
	The kings of the Northern Kingdom (Israel) are nearly all evil (all except Jehu).  They worship Baal, Ashtoreth and the gods of the Canaanites “in the high places” (altars on hills).

Some of the kings of the Southern Kingdom (Judah) are good, but many tolerate idolatry.

God sends prophets to both the Northern and Southern Kingdoms to warn them to repent, otherwise judgement will come.

See the attached sheet “The Kings and Main Prophets of Israel and Judah”.

	66
	The story of Elijah.  The widow at Zarephath (1 Kings 17), the prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18), runs from Queen Jezebel to Mt Sinai (1 Kings 19).

	67
	The book of 2 Kings – tells of the prophet Elisha; the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah; the captivity of the Northern kingdom (Israel/Ephraim) and Southern kingdom (Judah).

	68
	The book of 2 Chronicles – tells of King Solomon and the kings of Judah up to the captivity of Jerusalem (similar to 1&2 Kings), but focuses on the Southern Kingdom only.

	69
	Elijah is taken to heaven in a whirlwind.  Elisha continues the ministry as prophet.  (2 Kings 2).

	70
	Elisha heals Naaman the Syrian of leprosy – a lesson of simple faith, to believe and obey God  (2 Kings 5).

	71
	Chariots of fire protect Elisha from the king of Syria (2 Kings 6:16-18)

	72
	The book of Obadiah was written as a prophecy against Edom.  The Edomites were descended from Esau, Jacob’s twin brother.  They were an arrogant people (Obadiah 3), and all through history, have opposed and refused to help the Jews (Genesis 25:19-34, Psalm 137:7-8, Numbers 20:14-21).  Because of this, the nation will be utterly destroyed (Obadiah 10-14).

	73
	The book of Joel.  Joel is a prophet to the Southern Kingdom.  He uses the example of a locust plague to warn of destruction to come (the “day of the Lord”, Joel 1:15, 2:1, 3:14) and urges the people to repent (Joel 1:14, 2:12). 

Joel’s prophecies also have a far fulfilment, pointing to the judgement of Israel and other nations in the Tribulation, then the restoration of Israel in the Millennium. 

	74
	The book of Jonah.  Jonah is a prophet to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria (the enemy which was soon to destroy the Northern Kingdom).  Assyria was a wicked, cruel nation.  God tells Jonah to go to Nineveh to prophesy judgement against Assyria (Jonah 1:2, 3:4).  But Jonah disobeys, and takes a ship in the opposite direction.  Jonah is cast into the sea, and saved by a big fish sent by God.  He finally goes to Nineveh and prophesies against them.  Everyone in Nineveh repents and God relents from judging them (Jonah 3:5-10).  Jonah is angry with God, because he knew that God would show compassion on Nineveh (Jonah 4:1-2).

God teaches Jonah a lesson about grace and mercy.

	75
	The book of Amos.  Amos is a shepherd from Judah called to go and prophesy against the neighbouring countries, as well as against Judah and the Northern Kingdom.  Look for repeated phrases in this book:  “Thus says the Lord”, “Hear this word”, “Yet you have not returned to Me”, “The Lord showed me”.  Israel has not learned from other judgements upon them (Amos 4:6-12), they think they dwell in safety (Amos 6:1), but they will be judged with great destruction (Amos 9:8-10).  Yet God will keep a remnant and restore Israel in the Millennium (Amos 9:11-15).

	76
	The book of Micah.  Micah is a prophet to Judah at about the time when the Northern Kingdom was taken into exile.  He prophesies judgement against the Northern and the Southern kingdoms because of social injustice by the common people; greed and corruption by the priests and leaders; and false teaching by the prophets.  The summary of the book is in Micah 6:8:  The Lord requires us to do justice, to love kindness and to walk humbly with God.

	77
	The book of Isaiah is a series of prophecies against Judah for her sins, as well as against many other nations because they have opposed God’s chosen people (Isaiah 1-39).  But there is always the promise of redemption, that God will restore Judah (Isaiah 40-66).

Isaiah’s prophecies – written about the time when the Northern Kingdom was being taken into exile – were a warning to the Southern Kingdom that they needed to repent of their unfaithfulness to God, or the same would happen to them.

As usual, many of the prophecies have an immediate fulfilment (to Judah at that time) and a future fulfilment (to the Jews in the Tribulation and Millennial Kingdom).

There are many prophecies of the Messiah/Christ:  the virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14), the coming King (Isaiah 9:6-7), the wise Judge (Isaiah 11:1-5), the Cornerstone (Isaiah 28:16), the Servant who brings justice to the Gentiles (Isaiah 42:1-4), the suffering Servant (Isaiah 52:13-53:12), the One who proclaims good news (Isaiah 61:1-3).

	78
	Isaiah prophesies that Judah will be carried into slavery to Babylon (2 Kings 20:16-17).
Isaiah also prophesies that (a future Persian king called) Cyrus would allow the Jews to go back and rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple (Isaiah 44:24-45:2).

	79
	The book of Hosea.  Hosea is the last prophet to the Northern Kingdom before it is taken into exile.  The main theme of the book is God’s lovingkindness despite Israel’s unfaithfulness.  Hosea (a picture of God) is commanded to marry a prostitute (a picture of unfaithful Israel) (Hosea 1:2).  The names of the children born are signs of judgement to Israel (Hosea 1:3-9).  It seems Hosea’s wife then goes back and sells herself into harlotry (a picture of slavery).  Hosea is told to redeem her and take her back (a picture of restoration) (Hosea 3:1-2).  In the same way, Israel has been unfaithful to God and will be judged by being sold into slavery in Assyria, but God will regather Israel when she repents.

	80
	721 BC The Northern Kingdom (Israel/Ephraim) is taken into captivity to Assyria by Sargon II (2 Kings 15:29, 17:6).

These tribes have never fully returned to the land, hence they are sometimes called “the ten lost tribes of Israel”.

Gentiles were brought in to cultivate the land in the Northern Kingdom.  These interbred with the few Jews who remained.  This half-breed Jew-Gentile mix became known as the Samaritans – from the name of their capital, Samaria – and were despised by the Jews in later times (John 4:9).

	81
	The book of Nahum is a prophecy against Assyria.  God will punish the wicked – Nineveh, the capital of Assyria (Nahum 1:2-3), and provide comfort and protection to Judah from Assyria (Nahum 1:15).

	82
	The angel of the Lord kills 185000 Assyrians to deliver Hezekiah and Jerusalem, the capital of the Southern Kingdom (2 Kings 19:35).

	83
	612 BC The rise of the Babylonian (Chaldean) Empire.  Babylon defeats Assyria.

	84
	Hezekiah shows the king of Babylon all the treasures of Jerusalem (2 Kings 20:13).

	85
	The book of Jeremiah.  Jeremiah delivers twelve sermons to Judah saying that she will be carried away into exile because of her sins (Jeremiah 2-25).  Jeremiah was told to rebuke the leaders (kings, priests and false prophets) of the Southern Kingdom for leading the people astray.  Many times these leaders tried to kill Jeremiah, but he was protected by God.

Jeremiah also prophesies against other nations for their sins (Jeremiah 46-51).

	86
	Jeremiah prophesies that Judah will be in exile in Babylon for 70 years (Jeremiah 16:9-13, Jeremiah 25:10-12, Jeremiah 29:10-13) – included is the promise of restoration.

	87
	Jeremiah proclaims the New Covenant – an unconditional promise that God will pour out His Spirit on Israel, write His laws on their hearts, and forgive their sins forever (Jeremiah 31:31-34).  See also Ezekiel 36:22-38, Luke 1:30-33, Luke 22:17-30, 2 Corinthians 3:1-18, Galatians 3:6-18 and Hebrews 9:15-18.

	88
	Jeremiah prophesies against Jehoiakim that none of his descendants will sit on the throne of David (Jeremiah 36:29-31, Jeremiah 22:24-30).

	89
	The book of Zephaniah.  Zephaniah is a prophet to Judah and to all the nations of the earth.  The near fulfilment is of the destruction of Judah by Babylon (Zephaniah 1:4-6, 2:1-2), but the far fulfilment is very clearly the Tribulation, when the whole world will be judged and purged of sin (Zephaniah 1:2-3, 18).  A believing remnant will be saved (Zephaniah 3:9-20).

	90
	The book of Habakkuk.  Habbakuk is the last minor prophet to Judah before Babylon came to judge Judah.  Habakkuk asks God why He allows evil to abound in Judah (Habakkuk 1:14).  God answers and says He is raising Babylon to judge Judah (Habakkuk 1:5-11).  Habakkuk then asks how God can use a nation more wicked than Judah to punish Judah (Habakkuk 1:12-17).  God’s answer is that the righteous man will live – by faith (believing God) (Habakkuk 2:2-4) – but the proud, violent and wicked (that is, all evil in Judah, and later, Babylon itself) will be judged (Habakkuk 2:5-20).

	91
	605 BC The first deportation of Judah to Babylon – Jehoiakim, plus Daniel and others.

	92
	597 BC The second deportation of Judah to Babylon – Jehoiachin, plus Ezekiel and others.

	93
	The book of Ezekiel.  Ezekiel was a priest.  He was taken to Babylon in 597BC, and wrote these prophecies from Babylon.

The book contains three main sections:

1. A vision of the glory of God – the cloud of fire with four cherubim (Ezekiel 1).  Ezekiel is appointed to warn Judah (Ezekiel 3:17) that judgement is coming (Ezekiel 4-24).

2. A vision of the glory of God departing from the Temple (Ezekiel 10:3-4, 10:18-19, 11:23).  This is symbolic of God abandoning Judah because of their idolatry and sin.  There are also prophecies against neighbouring nations who have been opposed to Israel (Ezekiel 25-32).

3. A vision of the glory of God returning to the Temple (Ezekiel 43:1-5).  Israel will be regathered, the Temple rebuilt, and God will return to His people (Ezekiel 33-48).

As with many prophecies, these prophecies have an immediate fulfilment (in the time of Ezekiel) and a far fulfilment (in the future Tribulation and Millennium).  The main emphasis of many of Ezekiel’s prophecies is obviously future:  purging of Israel and judgement of the nations (during the Tribulation, Ezekiel 38-39), regathering of Israel and the fulfilment of the New Covenant (at the Second Advent, Ezekiel 36:22-38), the new Temple and division of land amongst the twelve tribes, fulfilling the Palestinian Covenant (during the Millennial Kingdom, Ezekiel 40-48).

	94
	586 BC The third deportation of Judah to Babylon – Zedekiah, plus nearly all the remaining Jews.

The Southern Kingdom (Judah) is taken into captivity to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar.

Nebuchadnezzar destroys the Temple in Jerusalem.  (2 Kings 25:9-11).

	95
	The book of Lamentations was written by Jeremiah after Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed.  The Lord promised judgement, and He has kept His word (Lamentations 2:17).  It is a lament or song of mourning for the city, yet there is hope (Lamentations 3:19-26) and prayer for restoration (Lamentations 5:1, 21).

	96
	Judah is in exile in Babylon for 70 years (as prophesied by Jeremiah in Jeremiah 16:9-13, Jeremiah 25:10-12, Jeremiah 29:10-13)

	97
	The book of Daniel.  The main thought in the book of Daniel is the sovereignty of God – He establishes human kingdoms for a time and purpose, but at the appointed time, the kingdom of God will destroy all the kingdoms of the earth (Daniel 2:20-23, 31-45, Daniel 4:3, 34-35, Daniel 6:26-27, Daniel 7:9-14).

Daniel was a young teenager when he was taken to Babylon in 605BC, and lived to be a very old man.  Daniel and his three friends were trained to be officials in Nebuchadnezzar’s government.  But Daniel never compromised his obedience to the commands of God – he and his friends refused to eat Nebuchadnezzar’s choice food (Daniel 1), they refused to bow down to the golden idol (Daniel 3, the fiery furnace), and they refused to stop praying to the true God (Daniel 6, the lion’s den).

Daniel interpreted King Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams of the statue (Daniel 2) and the tree being cut down (Daniel 4); and interpreted the handwriting on the wall (Daniel 5)

Daniel also had prophetic dreams and visions (Daniel 7-12) about the main kingdoms of the world from that time until the end of time:  Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and what is often called the revived Roman Empire (the kingdom of the Antichrist during the Tribulation).  These kingdoms will all be destroyed by Christ at the Second Advent, when He comes to establish His kingdom on earth for 1000 years (Millennial Kingdom).

The book also contains a specific prophecy often called “Daniel’s Seventy Weeks” (or literally, “Seventy Sevens” = 490 years) (Daniel 9:24-27).  This prophecy says that there will be 490 years until Israel is fully restored (that is, the Second Advent).  There will be 483 years until Messiah is cut off (that is, the crucifixion), Jerusalem is destroyed, and the Jews are removed from the land.  (From Pentecost onwards, the time of the church is then “inserted” into history.  The church will be removed at the Rapture.)  Then there are another 7 years of purging for Israel when an abominable king (the Antichrist in the Tribulation) rules the world.  Finally, Christ will destroy this kingdom (Armageddon, the Second Advent) and fully restore Israel.  Hence, there are 483+7=490 years until Israel is fully restored.

	98
	539 BC The rise of the Medo-Persian Empire.  King Cyrus defeats Babylon.  (Daniel 5)

	99
	The decree of Cyrus, king of Persia, for the Jews to return and rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem (Ezra 1:1-4)

	100
	538 BC The first return of Judah – Zerubbabel, to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem (Ezra 2:1-2).

The foundation of the Temple is laid, but there is opposition from the Samaritans, causing a 15 year delay.  It takes about 21 years to finish the Temple.

	101
	The book of Haggai.  Through Haggai, God tells Zerubbabel to continue building the Temple.  Due to opposition and fear (Haggai 2:4-5, Ezra 4:4, 24), the people have stopped building the Temple, but have built houses for themselves.  They have wrong priorities.  As a result, God does not bless them (Haggai 1).  God promises to bless them for building the Temple (Haggai 2:15-19).

	102
	The book of Zechariah starts with an exhortation to return to the Lord and not be like the older generations who did not listen to the Lord (1:3-4).  The book contains many prophecies:  the Crucifixion (12:10, 13:7), purging the Jews during the Tribulation (12:8-9), the Coming of the Messiah/King (9:9), the battle of Armageddon (12:2-3), the repentance of the Jews (12:10), the regathering of the Jews including the ten tribes of Ephraim (10:6), and the Messiah rebuilding the Temple and ruling as King in the Millennium (6:12-13).

There is an interesting account of Joshua, the High Priest in the time of Zerubbabel, who is given a crown of rulership (3:1-10, 6:10-15).  This is an interesting type of Jesus, the King-High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek (Psalm 110:4).

	103
	516 BC The rebuilding of the Temple is completed (Ezra 6:15).

	104
	The book of Esther tells of the sovereignty of God to save and protect His people, the Jews.  Ahasuerus (Xerxes), king of Persia, marries Esther (a cousin of Mordecai), not knowing she is a Jew.  Haman, one of the king’s officials, hates Mordecai, and wants to kill all of the Jews (Esther 3:8-9).  Esther, risking her life, tells the king that she is a Jew, and asks that her people be saved (Esther 7:3-4).  Ahasuerus kills Haman, and issues a decree allowing the Jews to kill those who hated them (Esther 8).

	105
	458 BC The second return of Judah - Ezra returns to Jerusalem to take money for the needs of the Temple (Ezra 8).

	106
	The book of Ezra.  Ezra is a Levitical priest and scribe, a teacher of the Law of Moses.  He tells of the return from exile to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple, and the cleansing of the people.

Ezra reads the Law of Moses to the people (quoted by Nehemiah in Nehemiah 8).

Ezra tells the people who have married foreign wives to divorce them, and obey the Law (Ezra 9-10).

	109
	The book of Nehemiah.  Nehemiah is cup-bearer to King Artaxerxes I, king of Persia.  He tells of the return from exile to Jerusalem to rebuild the city walls.

	107
	444 BC Artaxerxes I, king of Persia, issues a decree, at Nehemiah’s request, for the Jews to return and rebuild the walls of the city Jerusalem (Nehemiah 2:1-8, Ezra 7:11-26).

	108
	444 BC The third return of Judah – Nehemiah, to rebuild the walls of the city of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 1).

There is opposition from the foreigners in the land (Nehemiah 4).

	110
	The rise of the Greek Empire:  Alexander the Great defeats Medo-Persia.

Greece conquered the world and introduced a common (koine) Greek language throughout the whole world.  (This was a great advantage for the spread of the Bible.  The Hebrew Old Testament was translated into Greek [Septuaguint LXX], and, later, the New Testament was written in Greek.  Therefore, many people in the world could understand the Greek language of the Word of God.)

	111
	The book of Malachi.  Malachi was the last prophet of the Old Testament.  Only 100 years after the return from exile in Babylon, Judah had already lapsed into sin, corruption (especially in the priesthood and offerings) and unfaithfulness to God.  The main message of Malachi is to repent and prepare the way for the Messiah, who will purify the priesthood and purge those who sin (3:1-5, 18).

The Old Testament closes with the promise of a prophet (John the Baptist) who will prepare the way of the Lord (4:4-6), and finally, the Lord Himself would come (3:1).

There were 400 silent years (no prophetic revelation from God) between Malachi and the coming of John the Baptist and Jesus.

	112
	60 BC The rise of the Roman Empire.  Rome conquered Greece.  Rome ruled with powerful authority, which brought law, stability and peace to the whole world.  They also built many roads, which allowed greater travel and communication.  (This was a great advantage in the spread of the gospel in the early church.)

	113
	The birth of Jesus (Matthew 1).

	114
	The preaching of John the Baptist (Matthew 3).

	115
	The baptism of Jesus and the beginning of His ministry (Matthew 3).

	116
	Jesus by

His death is able to forgive sins

His resurrection is able to give eternal life

sitting at the right hand of God is able to intercede for us, waiting until all things are put in subjection to Him


THE  KINGS  AND  MAIN  PROPHETS  OF  ISRAEL

	Year
	King (Good/Evil)
	Main Prophets

	1050
	King Saul (G/E) (1 Samuel 9-10)
	Samuel

	1010
	King David (G) (1 Samuel 16:1-13, 2 Samuel 2:4)
	Nathan

	970
	King Solomon (1 Kings 2)
	

	
	The Northern Kingdom (10 tribes)
Called Ephraim or Israel
Capital in Samaria
	The Southern Kingdom (2 tribes – Judah and Benjamin)

Called Judah
Capital in Jerusalem

	Year
	Kings (Good/Evil)
	Main Prophets
	Kings (Good/Evil)
	Main Prophets

	930
	Jeroboam (E) (1 Kings 11:28)
	
	Rehoboam ( E) (1 Kings 11:43)
	

	
	
	
	Abijam (Abijah) (E) (1 Kings 14:31)
	

	
	
	
	Asa (G) (1 Kings 15:8)
	

	
	Nadab (E) (1 Kings 15:25)
	
	Jehoshophat (G) (1 Kings 15:24)
	

	
	Baasha (E) (1 Kings 15:16)
	
	
	

	
	Elah (E) (1 Kings 16:6)
	
	
	

	
	Zimri (E) (1 Kings 16:15)
	
	
	

	
	Omri (E) (1 Kings 16:16)
	
	
	

	
	Ahab (E) (1 Kings 16:29)
	Elijah
	
	

	
	Ahaziah (E) (1 Kings 22:51)
	Elisha
	
	

	
	Jehoram (Joram) (E) (2 Kings 1:17)
	
	Jehoram (Joram) (E) (2 Kings 8:16)
	

	
	
	
	Ahaziah (E) (2 Kings 8:25)
	

	
	Jehu (G/E) (2 Kings 9:1-3)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Athaliah (queen) (E) (2 Kings 11:1)
	Obadiah

	
	Jehoahaz (Joahaz) (E) (2 Kings 10:35)
	Jonah
	Jehoash (Joash) (G) (2 Kings 11:21)
	Joel

	
	
	
	Amaziah (G) (2 Kings 14:1)
	

	
	Joash (Jehoash) (E) (2 Kings 13:10)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Azariah (Uzziah) (G) (2 Kings 14:21)
	Isaiah

	
	Jeroboam (E) (2 Kings 14:23)
	Amos
	
	

	
	Zechariah (E) (2 Kings 15:8)
	
	Jotham (G) (2 Kings 15:5)
	

	
	Shallum (E) (2 Kings 15:13)
	
	
	

	
	Menahem (E) (2 Kings 15:17)
	Hosea
	
	

	
	Pekahiah (E) (2 Kings 15:23)
	
	
	

	
	Pekah (E) (2 Kings 15:27)
	
	
	

	
	Hoshea (E) (2 Kings 15:30)
	
	
	

	721
	The Northern Kingdom (Israel/Ephraim) is taken into captivity to Assyria by Sargon II (2 Kings 15:29, 17:6).  These tribes have never fully returned to the land, hence they are sometimes called “the ten lost tribes of Israel”.
	Ahaz (E) (2 Kings 15:38)
	Micah

	
	
	
	Hezekiah (G) (2 Kings 18:1)
	Isaiah

	
	
	
	Manasseh (E) (2 Kings 21:1)
	

	
	
	
	Amon (E) (2 Kings 21:18)
	Nahum

	
	
	
	Josiah (G) (2 Kings 22:1)
	Zephaniah

	
	
	
	Jehoahaz (Joahaz/Shallum) (E) (2 Kings 23:31)
	Habakkuk

	
	
	
	Jehoiakim (Eliakim) (E) (2 Kings 23:34)
	

	
	
	
	Jehoiachin (Coniah) (E) (2 Kings 24:8)
	Jeremiah

	
	
	
	Zedekiah (Mattaniah) (E) (2 Kings 24:18)
	Ezekiel

	586
	
	
	The Southern Kingdom (Judah) is taken into captivity to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar.  Nebuchadnezzar destroys the Temple in Jerusalem.  Judah is in exile for 70 years.  (2 Kings 25:9-11).

	
	
	
	
	Daniel

	538
	
	
	Zerubbabel (governor) returns to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple.  The Temple is completed in 516BC.
	Haggai

Zechariah

	458
	
	
	Ezra (priest/scribe) returns to Jerusalem to take money for the needs of the Temple.
	

	444
	
	
	Nehemiah (governor) returns to Jerusalem to rebuild the city walls.
	Malachi


